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or neglected premises that the general fabric of their
philosophy was .worthless. Such was the greater
part of the so-called political economy which the
present age has inherited from the age that went
before it. Most of the- pre-Comtean sociology comes
under this head. A few publicists, like Montesquieu,
wrote rather from the standpoint of jurisprudence.
Hobbes was the panegyrist of political power, and
Malthas, although really following the same lines as
Adam Smith and Ricardo, put his work into the form
of a sort of philosophy.

All this, as well as the French physiocracy that
preceded it and largely inspired it, had the merit at
least of regarding society as a domain of law, and its
chief defect was in failing to recognize a sufficient
number of factors and in omitting some of the most
effective ones, as we shall see in the next chapter.
These men saw in human society a theater of wide
general activity which proceeds from the inherent
nature of man.   They perceived that if men were
left quite to themselves they would, in seeking their
personal ends, spontaneously initiate and carry on
all the industries of society.    Owing to the manifest
abuses of' power by the ruling classes in seeking to
raise revenues for their own uses, conquer other
nations for their own glory, and otherwise satisfy
their own greed and ambition, whereby the free flow
of these natural activities was checked, industry and
commerce were stifled or misdirected, and the general
prosperity was interfered with and diminished, they